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WELCOME 
Good afternoon and welcome 
to the match between Rainhill 
and South Liverpool.  
 
This evening’s game may be 
a friendly, but it is also a historic first for both clubs—none of us 
have previously played in a 100-ball match.  
 
There are three reasons why we are playing a match to The  
Hundred rules. The first is that, as a club, we like to do things that 
are different. Secondly, given the hundredth anniversary of our club 
moving to its current ground, something hundred-themed seemed 
appropriate. But, arguably most importantly, it’s a great way to 
spend a Wednesday evening. 

Rainhill Cricket Club is committed to providing opportunity for  
everyone to enjoy the game of cricket and the Recreational team is 
an integral part of the club’s vision to provide cricket for all.   
Tonight’s team is made up of players from several of the club’s 
teams, from the 2nd XI to the under 13s. 

We’re delighted to welcome South Liverpool as our guests this  
evening and we hope they enjoy the game and the occasion. Many 
thanks to umpire Alistair Davies and scorer David Crossley, who  
will play vital roles in what we hope will be an entertaining couple  
of hours.  

Enjoy the game! 
 

Andrew  



south liverpool 

Some clubs have long histories 
while others are new. South  
Liverpool fall into the latter  
category, having been founded in 
2018. That is not to say they do not have proud traditions, 
however: the club has a distinct set of values neatly 
summed up in its motto, “Strength in Unity”.  
 
South Liverpool are relatively new  members of the  
Liverpool and District Competition. They have three adult 
teams in LDCC competition, which are entered in the 3rd XI 
(Saturday) First Division, the 3rd XI (Sunday) Premier  
Division and the 3rd XI (Sunday) First Division (North). 
South Liverpool also have a women’s team and a T20 
league team that is currently a member of the Liverpool 
Business Houses Cricket League. In its first few seasons 
the club has established itself as a competitive outfit that 
plays exciting cricket. 
 
An innovative and pioneering club, South Liverpool has an 
inclusive approach that welcomes all players irrespective of 
talent, gender, experience or age. They have a friendly 
team that travels for midweek T20s and it is this team that 
is playing tonight. While the team enjoys the shorter forms 
of the game, this evening’s match will be the first  
hundred-ball game they have been involved in.  

 

 



RAINHILL CC 

Rainhill Cricket Club was initially 
founded in 1871, and the club  
celebrated its 150th anniversary  
last season. 

For several years—indeed, over four decades—the club 
has run a “Sunday” team that plays only friendly cricket. For 
2022 this team has been renamed “Rainhill Recreationals”, 
but its ethos and purpose remains unchanged: the team 
exists to give an opportunity for everyone to play cricket. 
The team is usually a mix of veterans, juniors looking to 
gain experience of open-age cricket, women wanting to 
play mixed-gender cricket, people starting to play the game 
or those who prefer friendly rather than competitive cricket. 

Rainhill’s captain is Joe Crossley, who has been at the club 
since 1977. He remains as enthusiastic as ever about the 
scope the Recreationals have to develop talent while  
simultaneously facilitating a more inclusive approach to the 
game. 

With the ECB encouraging approaches that widen access 
to the game and broaden its appeal, Rainhill’s historic   
commitment to facilitating a team dedicated to friendly,      
recreational cricket seems in many respects ahead of its 
time.  



MATCH REPORT 

Formby (A) 

Rainhill 120-8 
Formby 135-3 

Rainhill Recreationals lost away to Formby in an entertaining game in which 
four players made their debuts: Matt Diggins, James Hanson,  
Vikram Abhyankar and Swapan Jain. Vice-captain Andrew Page deputised 
for Joe Crossley. 

On a sunny afternoon Rainhill won the toss and opted to bat first on a flat 
batting track. Saju took the wicket of Abhyankar for 5, but Robert Hanson 
(pictured) and Swapan Jain took the score beyond 50 and were scoring at a 
steady rate. However, just when it appeared as if they were gaining the  
upper hand, Rainhill lost Jain for 16 when he was run out. The introduction 
of Formby's spinner, Mark Sumpter, also brought a wicket with Hanson  
exiting for 27. He had looked in good form and had played confidently with 
some excellent drives to the boundary. 

Matt Diggins and Ben Wilkinson then forged a useful partnership but were 
not able to maintain the scoring rate as some tight, probing bowling from 
Formby slowed the flow of runs. Wilkinson made a creditable 7 while  
Diggins top-scored with 28. Once he had departed the crease, it was left to 
the lower order to score as many as they could in the final five overs - given 
instructions to play their shots Rainhill's tail-enders did just that, with  
Kristopher Duffin, Simon Gibson and Anna Page all playing superb shots for 
four to help Rainhill reach 120 for 8 from 35 overs.  



Catches win matches and unfortunately Rainhill were unable to take many in 
spite of the efforts of pace bowlers Jain and Gibson who created several 
opportunities. Gibson bowled Simon Kennedy with the final ball of his spell, 
and James Hanson took his first wicket for the Recreationals when he found 
the edge of Mike Doran's bat and wicketkeeper Andrew Page held the catch.  
 
Chances continued to be spurned but Rainhill did manage to take a further 
wicket with another debutant Matt Diggins, trapping Cillian Dwyer lbw. In the 
spirit of recreational cricket Formby, having passed the target of 121,  
continued to bat to allow Rainhill the opportunity to give everyone a bowl 
who wanted one. 

Rainhill 
 
R. HANSON   c ?   b SUMPTER   27 
V. ABHYANKAR     b SAJU     5 
S. JAIN   run out       16 
M. DIGGINS      b SUMPTER   28 
B. WILKINSON     b R. KENNEDY    7 
K. DUFFIN   lbw   b SAJU     4 
ANDREW PAGE  lbw   b R. KENNEDY    2 
S. GIBSON      b SAJU     4 
I. MOSQUITO  not out          1 
ANNA PAGE  not out          5 
J. HANSON   did not bat    
Extras             21 
TOTAL (for 8)                    120 

Bowling for Formby: Hadwin 7-5-3-0, Saju 6-0-16-3, Dwyer 5-0-36-0, Mackie-
Thompson 5-0-23-0, Sumpter 6-2-8-2, Doran 4-0-14-0, R. Kennedy 2-0-6-2 
 
Formby 

R KENNEDY    retired      28 
S KENNEDY      b S. GIBSON   34 
M. DORAN   c ANDREW PAGE b J. HANSON   19 
D. HADWIN     retired       22 
T. STACY  not out        11 
C. DWYER    lbw  b. M. DIGGINS    1 
ESTERSON  not out          8 
Extras (1nb, 1w, 10b)        12 
TOTAL (for 3 wickets)                 135 

Bowling for Rainhill: S. Gibson 4-0-37-1, S. Jain 6-0-37-0, B. Wilkinson 3-0-41-0,  
J. Hanson 2-1-2-1, M. Diggins 2-0-9-1, Anna Page 2-0-8-0, K. Duffin 2-1-4-0, 
V. Abhkanyar 2-1-7-0 



 

RAINHILL RECREATIONALS 

Rainhill Recreationals (v Formby, 7.8.22) 

Back row (left to right): Robert Hanson, Andrew Page, Swapan Jain, Tony Wilkinson, 
Kristopher Duffin, Matt Diggins, Simon Gibson 
Front row: Ian Mosquito, Vikram Abhyankar, Anna Page, James Hanson, Ben Wilkinson  



 

TODAY’S MASCOTS 

Xanthe Page and Heidi Page  

xanthe 

Age: 10 
Favourite teams:  

Rainhill, Lancashire 
Likes: Winning 

Dislikes: Getting run out 
Best Moment in cricket: 
Being part of the team that 

reached the Ainsdale Plate final 

HEIDI 
Age: 7 

Favourite teams:  
Rainhill, Pakistan 

Likes: Spin bowling 
Dislikes: wide balls 

Best Moment in cricket: 
Taking two wickets in  

a tournament 



THE STORY OF A SEASON... 

150 Not Out is available at good bookshops (and some pretty 
dismal ones too). It can also be purchased online at 

www.inspirepublishing.co.uk 



100 years... 

...at victoria terrace 
While Rainhill Cricket Club celebrated its 150th anniversary last year, 2022 
marks another significant anniversary—that of the club’s move to its current 
ground at Victoria Terrace. 

Little is known about the first ten years of the club’s existence, and the  
earliest extant scorecard is of a home match against South End in 1881.  

The earliest known ground was Strettle’s Field, off Warrington Road. It was 
owned by a Mr Strettle of Ivy Farm and appears to have hosted some top-
quality matches: minutes of a meeting in 1889 report that “the cricket 
played by the members was considered first class”.  

Rainhill continued to play at Strettle’s Field for several years. By the early 
1900s photographic images of cricket matches and the team itself began to 
appear, including this picture of the Rainhill team standing beside the main 
stand. Unfortunately, as was the case with many clubs, the intervention of 
war in 1914 changed everything dramatically.  



Such were the harsh  
realities of World War I that it 
was reported that ”some of 
[Rainhill’s] players never  
returned”. In 1919 a press 
release reported the winding 
up of the RCC and Athletic 
Grounds Company  
Limited in September.  
 
This was not the end of 
cricket at Rainhill, however. 
On 22nd March 1920, 
Rainhill Recreation Club was established when several sports teams  
amalgamated, including the cricketers of Rainhill Cricket Club.                      
Mr Peter Wright of Heyes Farm sublet the pasture field off Warrington Road 
to the club and the old pavilion was moved the short distance to the new 
ground. It appears the cricket pitch was not immediately in a sufficiently 
good condition on which to play. 

Rainhill played here for a couple of years but by 1922 plans were afoot for 
a permanent move elsewhere.  Minutes of the club AGM on 22nd March 
1922 had a heading of “Budding cricketers brought to light”. Mention was 
made of “Harry Allcock’s feat of performing the hat trick against Huyton”. 
More significantly, the minutes also outlined details of a ground purchase 
scheme for the ground on which Rainhill Cricket Club currently plays. “A 
piece of land 5.75 acres, suitable for all outdoor games, and situated to the 
east of Victoria Terrace, has been secured at a cost of £479, a deposit of 
£47.9s 6d having been paid”. 

The club moved to its current ground at the end of the 1922 season and 
played its first game at Victoria Terrace the following year.  

In the intervening years, Victoria Terrace has witnessed some tremendous 
matches. To mark the centenary of the club’s move, it seems appropriate to 
celebrate with a 100-ball game—it’s difficult to know what Rainhill’s early 
cricketing pioneers would have made of The Hundred but we hope they 
would have approved of our intention to try new ways of enjoying the game. 

Rainhill Cricket Club, c.1900 



Dane Court Shopping Centre, Rainhill 

 

0151 493 2875  

 
www.bluemangorestaurant.com 



“It’s been really good so far!” 

AN INTERVIEW WITH simon gibson 
Simon only began playing cricket this year but has already established 
himself as a key player in Rainhill’s Recreational team. We caught up with 
him to ask how the season has gone so far. 

How are you enjoying your cricket? 

Its been really good so far. Players are welcoming and the games have been 
fun. It’s not too serious but played with a competitive spirit so ideal for  
beginners or those wanting to get back into cricket.  
 
You only began playing cricket earlier this year. What persuaded you to 
exchange peaceful Sunday afternoons for playing for the Recreational 
team? 

The kids were playing cricket and I saw an advert for the team so thought I 
would give it a go. Previously I enjoyed watching cricket matches when the 
kids were playing it and now keeps me active.  



How has your season gone so far? 

For my first time playing in matches, its gone very well. I enjoy fielding and 
my bowling has improved with a few wickets and I’ve been giving away fewer 
runs as the season has progressed. My batting is also improving now and 
started to get some runs after facing some different bowling speeds and  
techniques. 

What is the best thing about Rainhill Cricket Club? 

I would say it is the welcoming atmosphere and the opportunity for everyone 
to get involved. 

What do you think of The Hundred?  

I went to a few games last season at Old  
Trafford and have attended some this year as 
well.  
 
Its been great for kids to follow with its  
shorter format, entertainment throughout the 
matches and action in the games. Hopefully it 
will encourage more people into cricket and 
this will feed into all formats of the game.  
 
With the women’s games at same stadium  
and on same day it has increased audiences 
for their matches. Hopefully it will make the 
sport more inclusive and inspire girls to play.   Simon Gibson 

An ecb initiative 



 

RAINHILL 

andrew page (wk, C) 
SIMON GIBSON 

BEN WILKINSON 
DEEPAK GUPTA 

DAN WOODWARD 
JOSH HUGHES 
ANDY JONES 

COLIN MORAN 
matt diggins 

leo scott 
wafa nizam 

SOUTH LIVERPOOL 

KOSHITHA GUNARATHNA (C) 
NITHA SIRAJUN (wk) 

PRADEEP HEWAGE 
NIROSHANA AMARATUNGA 

NIMANA GUNARATHNA 
SHANE BYRNE 

SWITHIN SAMARADIWAKARA 
LENON MASAWI 

WISHWANATH GURUSINGHEGE 
NAZLY MOHAMED 

JANATAN PARANIRUPASINGAM 

UMPIRE: ALISTAIR DAVIES 

SCORER: DAVID CROSSLEY 


